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In June of 1850, the Antbony Waorne, a
Mizzinsippi Biver sidewheelor under che
eommand of Daniel Able, came up b 36, Paul
with an excursion party from St Louis. A
Land hod been picked up at Quiney, ingss
to entertain the party. There had been heasy
rains in Minnesots and the Minnesota River
wos high. [t was suggested Lo Coptain Able
to take his Dot up thie Little knewn river bo
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pee the countrvside. A purse of 322500 was
collected to defray the expense and the parly
incrensed to swer 160 persons On June 28,
1860, the Anthory Woyre ascended the
Minvesoin Fiver to the rapide near Carver
nnd returned to 5t. Paul without o mishap.
The achieverment was heralded in the news.
papeers far aod wide.

The MNominee, nmother sidewheeler and
specinl rival came to 3t Paul al shout this
time and her Captain Oreen declared he
would show the Anthony Wasne o thing or
twe gbout the navigation of the Minnesota.
He got up an exeursion parcy and on July
12th mecended the Mivnesots bevond the
rapide and pailed w shingle on a tree thres
eiles bevond the rapids, then turncd to St
Faul in triumph.

The Anthany Wayne was not to e out-
done, On July 18th the Arnthary Wayne, with
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a large excursion party and the Fort Snelling
Band, ascended the Minnesota as far us the
shingle left. by the Nomines on the first day
and spent the night al Troverse des Sioux the
escond duy. Several people joined the party
& il progeeded two or three miles beyond the
present city of Manksto. It then turpoed
around and returned to 8t Paul with many
stories ahout the beawtyr and the fertile lands
alang the river,

When Captain MK, Harriz, the owner of
the Yankee, heard the pews, he decided to
surppss both of thets with his small atern.
wheeler. On July ZInd they arrived at
Traverse des Sicwx where the missioharies
had harvested a small crop of wheat. As they
procesded up the river Lhey come to the
miound at the meuth of the Blue Barth River,
Here they found a zmall trading post belon-
ging to H.H. Sibley. On the third day the
Yankee had reached a point a litle beyond
the village of Judsen. They intended to
proceed farther the next day but when the
tempernture reached 104 degroes, the huge
wwenrme of mesguitoes cowsed mnek loss of
alesp, and provisions and ice had obout given
vk, they voted to retuen to 56, Paul.

These four exeursions established without
a doubt that the Minnesota Valley was g
wonderful place in beauty and fertity, It was
very well ndapted to esttlement with its wide
variety of timber and praitie lands. When the
Minnesota River was navigable it could
furnish transpartation for hundreds of miles
into the beard of this preat country, The news
coneerning the Minneaota Vallesr was sent by
word of mouth and hy newspaper accounts to
near and fir away places. This news led to the
signing of the Treaty of Traverse de Sioux in
1861,

Three steamboata ascended the river in
connection with the treaty that vear, The
Excelsior arrived the last of June carrying the
Commizsionera and theic attendarts and
aupplies to the treaty grounds. On Juns 20th
of that year the Henjomin Franklin Nao. 7
carried & number of vigitore from St Poul to
withess the signing, In October the Dnole
Toby earried the firat consignment of goods
to the Indians following the treaty,

In 1858 three steamboals made seven trips
to Mankato. The Tiver made three tripy in
April wnd May and the Black Hewé made
three tripa later in the sesson. The ey
Lind made ong trip, The three steamboats
hod n goodly number of passengers and
good load of freight sach trip.

The first. boat to ascend the Minnesota in
1853 was the Freck Sireve, 8 sidewhesler, She
arrived in Mankato on Apell Tth with 150
passengere and a large quantity of freight. Tn
the apring of 1853 tero events soeurred which
greatly stimulated traffic on the river. One
was the establinhment of two Sioux ngencies
on its hepd weter and the other was the
loention of Fort Ridgely in the same locality.
On April 26th the West WNewlon took on
bonrd two companies of 118, troopa et Port
Snelling and conveyed them to the site of the
new fort. The Tiger. Sherandook and the
Clerion, each with barges in tow, went up the
Minnesota, londed with the baggage of the
aoldiers and materials ancd suppliea far the
new fort and the Indian agencies.

The river stayed high all through the
summer of 18553 and 4% departures were made
frome 1. Pl for the Minvesotn, The next
wear way unusually dey and few trips wers
made by steambial. Woet of the tralfic ahove



