
I t has not been possible to obtain satisfactory
evidence as to the true origin of the Winnebago
Indians. (Webster’s Dictionary - “muddy water

people”)
Several hundred years ago the Winnebago had their

home on the Turkey River, in Eastern Iowa, near
Dubuque. They were removed from there to Long Prairie,
Minnesota.

Then they came to Blue Earth County. The government
had established a reservation for them here but many
refused to come, preferring to stay at Long Prairie.
History has some interesting versions of their origin.

(Additional Notation: The reservation that was provid-
ed here for this tribe by a treaty made at Washington, on
February 27, 1855, included in Blue Earth County the
townships of Rapidan, Decoria, McPherson, Lyra,
Beauford and Medo. It continued six miles east in
Waseca County, there including Alton and Freedom
townships. By a later treaty at Washington, April 15,
1859, the Winnebago relinquished the west half of this
Reservation, “to be sold by the United States in trust for
their benefit.” By an act of Congress, February 21, 1863,
the east half, comprising McPherson, Medo, Alton and
Freedom, was directed to be similarly sold, another reser-
vation having been provided in Dakota. From Warren
Upham: Minnesota Geographic Names)

One source states they were driven from Mexico by the
companions of Cortez or their successors, that they resis-
ted all attempts to drive them from their native lands until
the white traders hunted them with dogs of uncommon

size and ferocity.
The Winnebago never lost their hatred of the Mexican

Spaniards.
Some authors believe they are descendants from the

same stock as the Sioux and that their language is proof
of this. Other sources reveal that this great nation origi-
nally resided somewhere to the north of the Great Lakes,
and emigrated south. After a long and tiring journey, a
large band of them, calling themselves Ho-ho-ga or “Fish
Eaters,” separated from the main group, and established
other residence on the margin of the lake. This band was
supposedly known by the name of Winnebago. During
the journey other bands separated from them on the
Mississippi and received the name of Conays.

However great and powerful the nation may have been,
they were by 1900 fast deteriorating, mentally and moral-
ly, on their reservation in Nebraska. They were dying off
at the rate of between 50 and 100 per year.

Peaceful Indians
These then, were the Winnebago Indians. Like most

Indian tribes they were constantly being driven to differ-
ent areas. The fact they were predominantly peaceful
with whites all during this time distinguished them from
other Indian Tribes.

It was in 1848 that the Winnebago, once the proud
owners of all southern Wisconsin, were removed from
Iowa to Long Prairie, Minnesota. The journey was long
and was marked by dissatisfaction and desertion.  It was
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